
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E755April 24, 1997
produces enough food to feed the world. But
he saw poverty and hunger in many areas of
our nation. He saw men and women, parents
and families fighting to make a living in
rural areas that were losing population and
business to the cities. He also saw that same
hunger and poverty in the faces of those who
had migrated to the cities to try and better
their lives and the lives of their families.

To combat this tragedy, Senator Talmadge
authored legislation to ensure no American
would go hungry. He wrote the law establish-
ing the school lunch program. He helped to
develop the food stamp program for needy in-
dividuals and families. At their inception,
Senator Talmadge ensured these programs
would help those who needed the help. He
also believed that these programs should
help those who helped themselves. Herman
Talmadge was raised with a strong work
ethic and he supported provisions to the law
that able-bodied people should work for
these benefits. Senator Talmadge did not
want federal assistance to become a way of
life for any American.

Senator Talmadge created an Agriculture
Subcommittee to focus on the problems and
opportunities of rural America. Through his
leadership, Congress passed legislation that
provided low interest loans to local govern-
ments for sewers, water treatment plants
and health facilities. He also worked to pass
legislation providing industrial development
loans to local governments which they used
as ‘‘seed’’ money to attract industrial
projects to rural areas. I would like everyone
here to note the fact that these programs
were not federal ‘‘give-aways.’’ The money
provided to local governments and rural
communities was paid back to the federal
treasury—with interest.

As I have pointed out, Senator Talmadge
has always been a guardian of the people’s
money. As a member of the powerful Senate
Finance Committee, he supported legislation
to eliminate fraud and abuse in the Federal
Medicare and Medicaid programs. Senator
Talmadge saw early on the potential costs of
these programs to American taxpayers and
worked to bring accountability to them.

I think it is appropriate we note that Sen-
ator Talmadge firmly believed that the fed-
eral government, like its state counterparts,
should balance its budget every year. He sup-
ported a 1973 Constitutional amendment to
prohibit the federal government from spend-
ing more than it took in—except in a Con-
gressionally declared national emergency. In
1976, Senator Talmadge introduced a resolu-
tion calling for a balanced budget. He said
that continued unrestricted spending would
bring the nation to bankruptcy.

If Congress had heeded the wisdom of Sen-
ator Talmadge and acted upon his budget
proposals, America’s government and econ-
omy would be more financially secure. We
who serve in Congress today, are working to
enact the legislation proposed by Herman
Talmadge over twenty years ago. We are
working to balance the federal budget. We
are working to save Medicare and Medicaid
from the fraud and abuse that drains its pre-
cious financial resources. We are working to
see that our children and grandchildren can
grow up in an America that allows them to
achieve their dreams.

Senator Herman Talmadge was a giant
among giants in the United States Senate.
He counseled Presidents and world leaders.
He crafted and helped to pass legislation
that has enhanced and enriched the lives of
all Americans. And let none of us forget,
Herman Talmadge and his colleagues also
made our country strong in the face of com-
munist aggression. Their courage in facing
that threat allowed the United States to fi-
nally win the cold war and make our world a
safer place to live.

For three decades, Herman Talmadge
served Georgia and America. But he not only
served, he led. That is the mark of a great
public servant. And while Herman Talmadge
achieved great power and success, he tem-
pered it with grace, wisdom, compassion and
a love for the people who elected him to high
office.

We all owe Senator Talmadge our appre-
ciation and our gratitude for dedicating his
life to public service. He touched the lives of
every Georgian and millions of Americans.
He is truly a special man and he is very spe-
cial to me. Thank you and God Bless you
Senator.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow,
April 25, 1997, the officers and delegates of
the Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor,
AFL–CIO, will hold their 23d Annual Labor
Awards and Community Service Banquet at
the Knights of Columbus Hall in East Chicago,
IN. This event honors those individuals who
have provided outstanding service to labor
and the community. It also serves as the Fed-
eration’s ‘‘Workers Memorial’’, activity rec-
ognizing those who have been seriously in-
jured or killed in the workplace. This event is
northwest Indiana’s largest labor celebration of
the year, involving 45,000 member unionists
and their friends. Participants will gather to-
gether to celebrate an evening of labor soli-
darity.

The Federation’s highest honor, the 16th
Annual President’s Award, will be bestowed
upon the Honorable Robert A. Pastrick, mayor
of the city of East Chicago. This honor is
awarded to an individual enhancing the well
being of workers throughout northwest Indiana
by countless contributions which have
furthered the philosophy of the labor move-
ment. In addition, Mr. John Buncich, Lake
County sheriff, will be this year’s recipient of
the annual Service to Labor Award. This
award is presented in honor of an individual’s
dedicated service and support to the labor
movement. The Federation’s Community Serv-
ices Award will be presented to Mr. Ed Hiatt
for offering both organized labor and the peo-
ple of northwest Indiana dedicated leadership,
compassion and service. Mr. Hiatt assisted
with various Federation of Labor projects, in-
cluding union counseling and the AFL–CIO
Christmas Drive.

In addition, two members of the Steel-
workers Organization of Active Retirees
[SOAR], Mr. John Mayerik, age 89, and Mr.
Walter Mackerel, age 96, will be honored with
the ‘‘Old Warrior’’ Award. This award is pre-
sented in recognition of the recipients’ lifelong
commitment to the labor movement and the
principles which it embodies. Specifically, Mr.
Mayerik served as president of Local Union
1014 and staff representative of the United
Steelworkers of America. Presently, he is
serving as trustee of SOAR Chapter 7–31–14.
Mr. Mackerel actively served Local Union
1066, and he was instrumental in establishing
and leading the retiree organization in District
7 of the United Steelworkers of America. Both
gentlemen have unselfishly devoted their time
and effort to assisting both individuals and the

communities in which they live for a number of
years.

Also, the Federation’s Union Label Award
will be presented to the United Steelworkers of
America, District 7. District 7 will be awarded
this honor for demonstrating the true meaning
of labor ‘‘solidarity’’ during the Bridgestone
Firestone labor struggle. USWA, District 7 has
been attributed with providing the leadership
and commitment needed to win this fight for
labor, as well as revitalizing the entire labor
movement in northwest Indiana.

Each year, the Lake and Porter County area
United Ways join with the Northwest Indiana
Federation of Labor, AFL–CIO, to conduct an
8-week basic union counselor training course.
Upon completion of this program, those par-
ticipating will be qualified to provide the labor
community with invaluable information con-
cerning available health and human services
assistance. This year’s counselor course par-
ticipants will each receive a certificate of
achievement at the awards banquet. They in-
clude: Jack Atwood, James Dilbeck, and
Bruce Foreman from UAW #2335; William J.
Brady and John F. Martinez from Carpenters
#1005; David Brock and Andrew Cummins
from Boilermakers #524; Duke Deflorio and
Mike Winarski from Carpenters #599; James
Dilbeck and Bruce Foreman from UAW #2335;
Denise Drake, Lillian Garth, and Linda
Shedrow from Consumer Credit C.S.; Hilario
G. Gonzalez from USWA #1010; Jon L. Iglar
and Herbertine Peck from AFSCME #1448;
Jack Joyce, Robert Milsap, and Lon C. Powe
from USWA #1014; Andrew J. Kremke and
Joaquin Lopez from Teamsters #142; Lee
Lynk, UAW 3235; Jessica Morris, Community
Representative; Thomas Parker from USWA
#1066; and Isacc R. Rosado from USWA
#2281.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
all of the award recipients chosen by the
Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor, AFL–
CIO, for their contributions to the labor move-
ment. Their devotion to this cause has made
America work.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-

ducing two major education bills that address
both elementary and secondary, and higher
education.

Last week I cosponsored President Clinton’s
Hope Scholarship proposal because I support
the President’s commitment to help parents fi-
nance their kids’ education. Admittedly, I have
concerns that the President’s plan does not
provide enough assistance for low-income
families.

My view is that the most fair and effective
way to improve college access and afford-
ability for low-income families is through
strengthening the Pell Grant program. That is
why today I will introduce the College Access
and Affordability Act of 1997.

As the chart to my immediate right illus-
trates, the value of Pell Grants has substan-
tially decreased in recent years. In current dol-
lars, the value of the maximum Pell Grant was
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